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nce upon a time, there Llived a merchant who had

three daughters whom he Lloved more than himself.

One day, the merchant had to make a long _journey
to buy some goods. Before leaving the house, he asked
his daughters if they would Llike him to bring them
gifts. The eldest daughter asked for a necklace, the
second for a gold chain, while the third, the beau-
tiful one, did not ask anything but only to see her
father coming back home safely. He insisted and so the
beauty asked him for a rose.

The merchant made his journey and bought a pearl neck-
lace for his first daughter, a gold chain for the second
but for the beautiful one he thought that by the time
he returned home, the rose she had asked for, would
wither. So, he decided to get a rose on the day he
would arrive near his home.

After he finished with his job, he made his way back.
When he got close to his house, he remembered what he
had promised his youngest daughter and started lLooking
for a rose. Near the place where he had stopped, he saw
a wonderful garden. He immediately got off his horse
and cut the most beautiful rose he could find.

Suddenly, he heard a Loud noise Like thunder. He Looked
around and was surprised to see a huge monster that had
two tusks in its mouth, fiery eyes surrounded by hair
qu QOCZS that came out of its head and spread down
its back.

- “Who told you, you can cut my roses?”
saild the monster angrily.

- “Please sir, I promised my youngest daughter to bring
home a rose for her. I saw your beautiful garden and
thought you wouldn’t mind” said the merchant with fear
and dread for his Llife.




“Stealing 1s stealing, be it a rose or a diamond. Your
Life 1s wasted,” said the monster.
The merchant fell on his knees and begged for his Llife,
thinking of his three daughters who had no one in the world
besides him.

- “Okay,” said the monster. “I will set you free on only one
condition. In seven days from now, you must bring me your
daughter, for whom you ruined my garden, and leave her here.
If you do not do it, your Llife belongs to me.”

So, 1t happened. The merchant swore, and after taking the
rose, mounted his horse and returned home.

As soon as he entered the house, his daughters immediate-
ly ran into his arms. After embracing them, he gave them
the gifts he promised. When it was the beauty’s turn, he
sighed, handing her the rose.

“Thank you, father,” they all said together.

The beautiful woman, seeing her father troubled, asked him:
-“Why did you sigh Llike that father when you gave me my
rose?”

-7I°LL tell you later”, he told her.

Days passed and the merchant was very unhappy, despite the
girls’ efforts to cheer him up. At some point, he decided
to talk to his daughter.

-“My beautiful, do you love your father?” he asked her.

- "“Of course, father”, she replied.

- “Well now it’s time for you to prove it to me,” he said
and immediately started to tell her the story of the rose.
The beauty couldn’t believe her ears. She was so sad with
all that she was hearing.

- “Take me to him, father, maybe he won’t hurt me. But even
1f he does, it’s better that I suffer than you, ” said the
beautiful woman who loved her father so much.

So, the next day, the merchant along with his daughter made
their way to the monster’s house.




When they got there, they dismounted and suddenly saw the
doors of the house open. Once they entered, they saw no
one. So, they went up the stairs, through a large hall, and
into the dining room. There they saw a table laid with many
foods, beautiful glasses and plates.

They waited for a long time, thinking that the owner of the
house would appear. Then the merchant said: “Let’s sit down
and see what happens.”

So, 1t happened. After they were seated, invisible hands
began to serve them. The beauty and her father ate and drank
to their heart’s content.

Suddenly, the monster appeared in front of them. Immediate-
ly, he said to the merchant:

- “Is this your youngest daughter?”

- “Yes, she 1s,” he replied.

- "“Is she willing to stay here with me?” asked the monster
looking at the beauty.

- “Yes sir, I am”, she said with a trembling voice.

- “Don’t worry, I won’t hurt you,” said the monster and led
the merchant to his horse.

After telling him that he could come and visit his daughter
once a week, he returned to the beauty and said:

- EVerythzng in this house is yours. Just clap your hands
and you will have whatever you ask for.’

So, the beauty stayed at home with the beast. There, 1in-
visible servants brought her whatever she wanted. Soon, she
got tired of being lonely and one day when the monster came
to her, even though he looked so hostile and scary, he com-
forted her and treated her so nicely.




They talked about the garden, the house, her father’s bust-
ness, and all sorts of things, so that the beauty complete-
Ly lost her fear of the monster. A Llittle later, when her
father came to visit her, he saw her quite happy and was
reassured about his daughter’s future.

This went on for quite some time. The beauty talked to the
monster every day and felt really happy.

But one day the monster did not come at his usual time,
shortly after Lunch as he used to do, and the beauty missed
him. She wandered around the garden for some time trying to
find him, calling his name but getting no response. In the
end, she headed to the rose bush from which her father had
cut the rose. He couldn’t believe what she saw there! The
monster was Lying down, half dead.

The beautiful woman, distraught, thought of all the kind-
ness and love the monster had shown her. Crying over him,
she began to tell him how much she loved him.

Suddenly, something incredible happened. The monster was
transformed into a handsome prince. The beauty was im-

pressed. He explained to her that Llong ago a sorcerer
transformed him into an ugly monster and that only if he
Zbuzd true love, despite his ugliness, could the curse be
roken.

Thus, the prince and the beauty got married and Llived a
happy Life with her father and sisters by their side.
And they lived happily ever after. ..
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